CE=931 Lusby House ca, 1840-1860

The Lusby House provides an illuminating example
of construction sequence in Cecil County farmhouses.
The story and a half log kitchen wing is alluded to by
ownérs of similar structures bé?gg;;'been torn off for
a more modern kitkhen., The main 2% story five bay frame
block is a sturdy and well proportioned example of the
five bay center hall single pile plan,

The sequence of constructién is partially documented
in the tax history of the property in the Cecil County
tax records, however, a few inconsistencies remain to
cloué the exact progression. The 1841 tax assessment
lists Anna E. Lusby as owning 187 acres, new dwelling,
and one slave all totaling $ 1,699,00., The slave was
valued $ 200,00 alone which leaves $ 1,&99.00 for a new
dwelling and 187 acres. If the land was averaged at ¢ 7.00
per acre, which is rather low for the period, it would
only leave $ 190 for a'new dwelling. This wo@ald probably
be the wvalue of the log section and not the main block,
Tn 1861 an addition to the house appears on the books and
was valued at $ 300,00 which could be the five bay msin
frame block. If the structure did evolve in the aforesaid
manner the Lusby house ia a rare example of the progression
from a one room story and a half log section to a five bay

two and & half story center hall plan with earlier kitchen wing.
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LUSBY HOUSE

The Lusby house circa 1840-1860 is a two and one-half story
five bay by one room center hall frame house on Stemmers Run Road and
northwest of Earleville, Maryland. The house faces north with the
main gable running east/west.

The two and one-half five bay main block has a one and one-half
approximately square (one bay by one room) log kitchen section
attached to the east side. Both sections rest on a partial field-
stone basement and are covered with asbestos siding over weather-
board. The slopes of both roofs are approximately equal and covered
with composition tile. The north (main) facade of the five bay block
has a central entrance with four panel door. The surrounds are
slightly beaded on the first floor but survive with ovolo backbands
on the second. The window sash are a typical six-over-six
throughout. A flat roofed porch with square posts covers three
central bays of the main block. The north slope of the roof is
pierced by two six-over-six sash gabled dormers with fluted pilasters
that sypport a simple pediment. A simple boxed cornice stretches
across with a simple bed molding.

The west end is void of any detail outside simple bargeboards
that protect the rafter end and a brick gable end chimey.

The south side has an asymmetrical placement of lights on the
first floor. A central four panel door has two six-over-six sash to
the east. Three six-over-six sash are evenly spaced across the
second floor. A single six-over-six dormer lights the western half
of the attic. Shutters were attached at one time and their pintels
attest to that fact.

The east end is partially covered with the story and a half log
kitchen. Another chimmey does rise out of the east gable end. The
kitchen wing is 14" 4" deep by 14' 10". A brick stack rises out of
the east end. One six-over-six sash window is found on the north
side and a door and window on the east end. The south side is
covered by a single story shed porch. Another entrance is found on
this side also. r - :

The interior of this house was regretfully closed for any
inspection of interior woodwork. The exterior has remained basically
intact and 1. would therefore assume the interior has remained
basically the same.

A "log meat house with V-notched corner construction is found
directly south of the main house with its central board door ard
strap hinges and vertical board siding, which is relatively new to
the structure. A steeply pitched corrugated tin roof covers the 14'
3" by 12' 2" structure. Various barn structures are located to the
south of the meat house. One two story hay barn is in rather
precarious condition with its eastward leanings. It seems unusually
long and narrow when compared to most frame barns.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Lusby house is an extremely important example of the pro-
cression in farmhouse construction for Cecil County. The typical
story and a half log section is always alluded to by owners of
similar properties but was torn down for modern conveniences. The
#id 19th Century frame section, although a common form, is a sturdy
and well proportioned example of the five bay center hall single pile
plan. The interior is probably exemplary of mid 19th Century
woodwork and design.

- The sequence of construction is partially documented in the tax
history of the property in the Cecil County Tax Records; however, a
few inconsistencies remain to cloud the exact construction sequence.
The 1841 tax assessment lists Amma E. Lusby as owning 187 acres, new
dwelling and one slave all totaling $1,699.00. The slave was valued

~at $200.00 alone whicH leaves $1,499.00 for a new dwelling and 187
acres. If the land was assessed at $7.00 per acre, which is rather
low for the period, it would only leave $190 for a new dwelling.
This would probably approach the value of the one and one-half story
log section and not the main block. Evidence of the kitchens earlier
independance can only be found on the interior wall that abutts the
main block. A source of confusion does rise in the 1858-1860 tax
books which list a frame house when the kitchen section is reputedly
loge, In 1861 an addition to the house appears on the books and
valued at $300.00 which could be the main five bay frame block.

If the structure did evolve in the aforesaid mammer the Lusby
house is a rare example of that progression from one room story and a
half log section to a five bay two and one-half story center hall
plan with kitchen wing. ‘

A log meat house with V-notched corner construction is
significant stwcture on the property since only a few of these
structures remain in the county.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Cecil Commty Committee 11/29/79
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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